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IVORY TOWER (origins-Song of Solomon; Litany of the Virgin;
poem of Sainte-Beuve, referring to Alfred de Vigny): refuge of the
artist ^ from the practical world. At worst: escapism, flight from re-
sponsibility; at best: refusal to compromise; the strength that is in
purity.

JARGON (in literature): the conventional vocabulary of a clique or set
(e.g., the jargon of the Precieuses); used with conscious pride, as
the badge of initiation or "sophistication"; ceases to be esoteric
only to become cliche: e.g., fate of word bromide. This has im-
paired the usefulness of excellent words and phrases, like Irony and
Pity (above). Samples of jargon: devastating, stark, sophisticated,
suave, subtle, rhythm, pattern, values, vital, etc.

JOURNALESE: the jargon of a vigorous tribe; forcible, but short-lived.

JOURNALISTIC: unscrupulously vivid (" 'tis a pity it is true").

KITSCH (German slang): spurious art; deriving pseudo-artistic effects
from non-artistic sources of appeal: gaudy, bathetic, sentimental,
meretricious, etc.

LITERATI (Latin, plural only): semi-humorous: those interested in
letters. Cf. Pharisaism.

MASOCHISM: cf. Sadism.

MELODRAMA, -TIC: cf. Spirits.

MILTONIC: cf. Adjectives.

MNEMONIC, MNEMOTECHNIC: aid to memory (one of the bases of
verse).

MOLlfeRESQUE: cf. Adjectives.

MYSTIC-ISM: in direct communication with the Divine. The mystic
cannot express himself directly: his intuition is "ineffable," beyond
words; so he must use symbols. As a result: often seems vague and
irrational.

NATURALISM: (a) frank, and often joyous, acceptance of nature, both
physical and human; opposed to supernaturalism and the metaphysi-
cal; e.g., Rabelais. George Brandes called the nature-worship of the
English poets Naturalism, (b) The same principle, interpreted as
rebellion against corrupting influence of society, the arts and civiliza-
tion, leads to "Return to Nature," Primitivism: J. J. Rousseau. Both
optimistic, (c) Scientific Realism; so named by analogy with the
Natural sciences; frequently a materialistic, cynical, sordid view of
the world: Tennyson denounced "the troughs of Zolaism."

PARADOX: opinion contrary to common belief, and apparently contrary
to common sense and common experience. May be true or false^
The rotation of the earth once was a paradox. The Gospel is full of
paradoxes.